Yoh's Stﬂl"f as told by Guem-Ryoung Ju, a KAPES volunteer

The State of Cots in Korea
Kyeman Kum [TAKAKAPES Founder)

This past April, a KAPES supporter wrole
me a fetfer saying thal our pewsleler
needed more stories obou! cots. Our
previous omission of cab stories has
something to do with the fact that mast
shelters do nol rescue or care for cots.
Statistics also show that 90% of pet
owners have dogs, while only 7% have
cats. OF thase cat owners, few allow cats
te live inside the howse and a majarity
keeps the cal oulside as o mouser, Cals
are generally regarded s diseased
vermin and food thieves, so few Koreans
rescie and adopt cats, Mlowly, Korean
afttitudes aboul cots are  changing.
Durtng my work on sile in Korea from
1990-71995, | found a youndger generation
that showed more kindness toward cals
and ather animals, However, due to the
negative perception their parents hove
toward cots, they are profyibited ar home
ir st cases, The following Iz an unusual
story from one of our volunteers, whose
compassion for g stray caot brought o
family together. This story gives us hope
for improved artitudes toward cats in the
fufure,

One day near my family's home, | saw a
stray cat standing in the middle of the
street. | had heard her cries for more
than a week and was previously unable
to reach her. A< | approached her, she
ran away again, this timeinto a holein a
concrete wall, When | realized that the
kitten's hind leg was sticking out of the
hole, | grabbed It and pulled her out. |

covered her in a towel and hoped she
would not escape. Without my parents
knowing, | tock her home and kept her
inn my room. The following day | took the
kitten to the veterinary clinic for exami-
nations. | had hoped to find her a
proper home and tried to contact
Haesun Park at KAPES, but grew
attached to her and eventually gave her
the name “Yoh.”

Soon my parents had found out about
Yoh and we got in an argument. My
mother sald she would buy me a dog
instead, but | refused. | was already
emaotionally attached to Yoh. We
argued until my mother finally realized
that | had feelings for the cat, so she
said we could keep her in the yard. |
refused again, and we compromised so

it

that ¥oh could stay in my room at all
times, Every time | left my room, Yoh
cried. My mother eventually forgot
about the agreement and asked how |
could leave her alone in my room. She
told me to let her out. When | opened
my bedroom door, Yoh jumped out as
fast as she could, tripping and tumbling
as she ran. My mother laughed and
said, "Gee, | didn't know kittens were so
cute!” 5ince then, my mother visits Yoh
in my room every day, she even takes
her into the living room. It was as if my
mother had adopted Yoh herself,

&

My entire family now sees how ador-
able and smart cats are. Before we had
Yoh, we did not have many conversa-
tions around the house, but now every-

one talks and wants to play with Yah.
My mother disliked cats bacause of ald
Korean myths that say they are evil
vermin that steal food, But she under-
stands now that the myths are untrue
and should be changed. She tells this to
our neighbors, but they think because
of the cat that she is not a3 normal
PETsSon anymaore,

But we give thanks for Yoh, because our
family bonds have grown stronger. We
ars batter individuals bacauss of her
and | am much more open to others
now. We all hope that Yoh will enjoy the
rest of her life with ws!

Lucy the ambassador dog with
Korean children (story next page)
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Ll..I'I‘.:"j.‘r Lou's Stﬂ'r"f as by told Rosalynn, an English teacher in Korea

When | moved to Korea, | saw dogs and cats every day on short 3-foot chains or stuck in wire cages without food, water
or sufficient shelter, | knew something had to be done, Determined to save at least one dog's life, | searched the Intemet
ta find & shelter near my home.

When | visited Chonnam University’s animal dinic/shelter in Gwangju, it was
immeadiataly clear that this shelter was unable to withstand the sheer magnitude
of the region's many stray dogs, Cages were stacked from floor to ceiling in every
room. After venturing through several rooms, | locked eyes with a small yellow
puppy staring quietly in her cage. | immediately pointed her and the vet took her
aut of the cage to play with me. She was overjoyed to be out of the tiny crate that
had held her for weeks. As she ran in circles, she saw a mirror and stopped to
observe herself, Within a few seconds, she realized it was her image and immedi-
ately lost interest; | knew then that she was highly intelligent. My boyfriend
Robby initlally resisted adopting her, but he soon relented and we brought her
home. W namaed our little vellow puppy “Lucy Low”

With Lucy as my partner, | have educated thousands of people how dogs and cats deserve our unconditional love, Kore-
ans' reactions and opinions towards Lucy have differed dramatically according to the region. When we visited Seoul,
many people expressed awe at Lucy’s beauty and intelligence. But In our small, rural farming village of lesllanam-do in
the Southwast region, barely half of the people accepted Lucy. They could not understand how we treated a mixed
breed with love and compassion. Some of them described Lucy as dong gae or “poop dog” as an insult to describe her

mixed-breed status,

In May, | volunteered at a dog festival with KAPES, an insplraticnal animal protection and education society based in
Seoul. At the dog festival, Lucy and | handed out countless pamphlets, brochures, stickers, and statistics that educated
people about pet care, the prohibition of dog and cat meat, the importance of pet ID and micrachips and infarmation
on Korea’s new Animal Protection Law. Lucy Lou was an important mascot to the festival, as she set an example that
mixed breed dogs warrant the same love and attention as pedigrees.

Bafare coming to Korea, | didn't realize how differently animals were treated across countries and cultures. Sinca wiork-
ing with KAPES, | am now hopeful that Lucy and | can promote awarenass for animals in Korea and worldwide,
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